
Environmental Environmental 
Permitting Permitting 
Ch llCh llChallengesChallenges

& Opportunities& Opportunities& Opportunities& Opportunities

Presented by: Presented by: Stuart YamadaStuart Yamada
Chief, Environmental Management DivisionChief, Environmental Management DivisionChief, Environmental Management DivisionChief, Environmental Management Division
Department of HealthDepartment of Health
May 24, 2011May 24, 2011



Overview
• Who are we?
• Present permit application process
• Improvements being made to the 

application process



Who We AreWho We Are

Hawaii Department of Health

Environmental Health

Ad i i t ti

Health Resources 

Ad i i t ti Behavioral Health AdministrationAdministration Behavioral Health

Administration



Who We Are:Who We Are:

Environmental Management DivisionEnvironmental Management Division

•• Clean Air BranchClean Air Branch
•• Clean Water BranchClean Water Branch
•• Safe Drinking Water BranchSafe Drinking Water Branch
•• Solid and Hazardous Waste BranchSolid and Hazardous Waste Branch
•• Wastewater BranchWastewater Branch



E i t l P itti Ch llEnvironmental Permitting Challenges
• Understanding environmental 

reg lationsregulations
• Determining which permits are 

requiredq
• Understanding what information is 

needed
Fi di h f h• Finding out the status of the 
application or how long it will take

ENVENV.
PERMITS



Early Discussions Are InvaluableEarly Discussions Are Invaluable

• Applicants share details of their projects
• EMD program staff assess the applicability 

of their regulations
• Applicants get a sense of their required 

permits and approvals



Question
Will th t ti f th j tWill the construction of the project 
disturb one (1) or more acres of land? 



NPDESNPDES
A National PollutantA National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination 
System (NPDES) permit 

ill b i d fwill be required for 
these construction 
activities.  
Please contact the 
Clean Water Branch at 
586 4309586-4309.

(HAR 11-55, Water Pollution Control )



Question

Will the completed 
project have anyproject have any 
discharges to a 
stream river lakestream, river, lake,  
or the ocean?



NPDESNPDES
NPDES permit is 
required when there is 
a discharge of aa discharge of a 
pollutant from a point 
source into State 
Waters.  
Please contact the 
Clean Water BranchClean Water Branch 
at 586-4309. 

(HAR 11-55, Water Pollution Control )



Question
Will the facility generate any

Question
Will the facility generate any 
air emissions ?



Ai P ll ti C t lAi P ll ti C t lAir Pollution ControlAir Pollution Control
The facility may require either a CoveredThe facility may require either a Covered 
Source OR a Noncovered Source Permit .

Please contact the Clean Air Branch
at 586 4200at 586-4200.

(HAR 11 60 1)(HAR 11-60.1)



Question

Will the project generate any waste that is on

Question

Will the project generate any waste that is on 
EPA’s hazardous waste lists?

“F” List (40 CFR Part 261.31)

“K” List (40 CFR Part 261.32)

“P” and “U” Lists 
(40 CFR Part 261.33)



Follow-Up Question

Alternatively, will the project generate 
waste that exhibits any of the following 
four (4) characteristics?
(40 CFR Parts 261.21, 261.22, 261.23, & 261.24 or “D” Wastes)



Hazardous Waste

The project will be subject to the

Hazardous Waste

The project will be subject to the 
DOH’s Hazardous Waste Rules.

Please contact the Solid and 
Hazardous Waste Branch at 
586-4226.

(HAR 11-260, -266, 268, 270, 271, 273, 279- 280)



and more questions about the facility’s… and more questions about the facility s

Drinking Water Supply? Underground Storage Tanks?Drinking Water Supply? Underground Storage Tanks?

Injection Wells?Injection Wells? Wastewater Treatment Systems?



Environmental PermitEnvironmental Permit 
Application Challenges

• Applicants may not have all of the 
project details
P j t f tl h d• Projects are frequently changed

• DOH has limited staff and resources

EENV.
PERMITS



e-Permitting Portal

OPPORTUNITIES

• Electronic permit applications have been a priority for over a decade

• Desired Features for Applicants:

o Easy to useo y

o Informative

O li b i i d to Online submission and payment

o Feedback 

Hawaii Department of Health
Environmental Health Administration (EHA)



e-Permitting Portal

What is the e‐Permitting Portal?g

• Web-based tool or 
utility

• Educate/service 
our public

• Share information 
& processes

• Consolidate and• Consolidate and 
streamline permit 
application 
process

Hawaii Department of Health
Environmental Health Administration (EHA)



e-Permitting Portal

Customer Considerations

• Consistent public p

face 

• Easy navigation• Easy navigation

• Application Finder

Hawaii Department of Health
Environmental Health Administration (EHA)



e-Permitting Portal

Customer Considerations

• Submission history• Submission history

• Wizard-based 
application submission

• Online payments

• CROMERR compliant• CROMERR compliant

Hawaii Department of Health
Environmental Health Administration (EHA)



e-Permitting Portal

Project Statusj
• Project commenced July 2010

• Collaborative effort within the Environmental Health Administration (EHA)

• Environmental Management Division

• Environmental Health Services Division

• State Laboratory Divisiony

• Hazardous Evaluation & Emergency Response Office

• Partnership offered by DBEDT/Renewable Energy using  their ARRA funds

Project is at 80% completion• Project is at 80% completion

• Systems testing (3 phases) – 2nd Test began yesterday (May 23rd)

• Scheduled Completion (Web-based utility and 6 applications – Fall 2011)

• EHA staff will be responsible for developing the other applications.

Hawaii Department of Health
Environmental Health Administration (EHA)



e-Permitting Portal
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Thank You!Thank You!


